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NIXON GOES 


KX Nixon is perhaps c ling himself with the thought that he: has already 
passed] into history. as the ‘first American president to fesign. He went 
in disgrace, to avoid cofiviction on impeachment charges. The high-sounding 
f impeachment drawn up by the House of Representatived Judiciary Com- 
mittee said... ““Richard Nixon has acted in a manner (wasn't he to the manner 
bom?) contrary te his trust as President and subversive of constitutional govern- 
ment, to the great prejudiee of the cause of law and justice and to the manifest 
m)ury of the people of the United States”. 

The charges were obstruction of justice, abuse and misuse of power and 
refusal to obey subpoenas issued by the Judiciary Committee. Tax-evasion, 
use of public money to beautify his private residence, the prolonged bombing 
of Cambodia in. violation of Congress directions etc were left out. The first 


two relate to personal behaviour and. under the capitalist system making money 


and evading taxes are all right. As to the third, Congress now does not seem 
re 
to mind much the manifest injury done to a poor Asian country by the biggest 


and most powerful State the world has yet seen.. After all, Americans under 


successive presidents, Republican or democrat, have seen much duplicity and 


destruction in the exercise of power in Asia and Africa. In the impeachment 
bill, therefore, the Judiciary Committce concentra ed on the injury done to the 
Americal pedple and thew constitution: 

There was no doubt what the charge of obstruction of justice would bring. 
Section 1510 of the United States Code states that “whoever willfully endeavors 
by means of biibary, mistepresentation, intimidation, to force or threats thereof 
to obstruct, delay, or prevent the communication of information relating to a 
violation of any criminal statute of the United States by any person to a criminal 
investigator’ is liable to criminal prosecution, Mr Nixon was guilty of this 
when he asked for hush money to be paid to Hunt. 

Itis not kyown for certain whether Mr Nixon will be left in peace to arrange 
his. papers and write his memoirs—the staff and office expenses im any case 
would cost the Government 396,000 a year—enjoying altax-free pension of $60,000. 
The memoirs could be Iighly interesting and a best-seller if—and it is a big 
if—the writer is truthful and does not behave like the man whom Truman described 
af a shifty-eved goddam liar. Public opinion, it appears, hus already been 
appeased by the act of resignation, and compassion for the fallen man. may spare 


him prosecution and conviction. Besides, most people in America, as elsewhere, 








think he has made great contributions to 
detente and deserves be left alone. 

Will the cancer «within the White House 
#6 away? Such an extraordinary gang- 
Wig Up Was rare but was it a chance pheno- 
mienon? Isn't it caticer of the entire rul- 
ing class? Perhaps if other past combina- 
tions in the White House had been sub- 
jected to 
would haye been more bearable, but not 
above Was Nixon the limit > 
The American people who gave him a 
landslide victory for a second term will 
have to wait and see, 

Ais for the lesson of Nixon, the Foreign 
Minister of the largest democracy in the 


such exposure, the results 


board. 
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world, Mr Swaran Singh, has. stated, of 
all places at Seoul, thatthe White House 
resignation will strengthen 
and that whatever boosts democracy 1s 
We are great 
Otherwise Mr Singh 
would not have forgotten so soon the 
I by the CPI(M) MP 


charges 
against Mrs Gandhi and 


democracy 


weltome in his country, 
ones for hypocrisy, 


brought 
others in her 
Cabinet during the no-confidence debate 
in the Lok Sabha. The charges remain un- 
answered. However, as very moral per- 
sons we can rejoice in the fact that Mr 
Nixon quit on August 9, a day to remem- 


ber in India. 


Ask No Questions 


The Wanchoo Commission was 


ap- 
pointed to enquire into allegations of 
corruption against West Bengal Ministers. 
Ont of 130 complaints originally sub- 
mitted to the Commission, the 
learned Mr Justice Kailash Nath 
Wanchoo, after some sifting, recommen- 
ded that 10 deserved to be probed. At 
this stage, the West Bengal Cabinet got 
least 


into the act, The Cabinet—or at 


some of the Cabinet Ministers—decided 
that five of the [0 allegations lodged 
against important Ministers were altoge- 
ther frivolous, and must not be taken 
up. The Chief Minister, Mr Siddhartha 
Sankar Ray, concurred, and the Commis- 
sion’s terms of reference were modulated 
&tcordingly. A unique innovation has 
thus been introduced in the field of juris- 


The 


determined 


their own 
facie 
h ave 


prudence, aceused on 
prima 
and 


the 
mer Chief Justice of the country who has 


have that no 


Case exists against them 


vetoed the recommendations of for- 
thus been instructed to enquire into only 
against residual 
latter wield little 


residual allegations 
Ministers 


political clout, the leaders of the variols 


Since the 
factions of the: State Congress are no 
longer unduly perturbed, If, for brigh- 
tening up the image of the party, some 
Ministers have to be found corrupt, or 
at least have to stand investization, let 
the relatively unimportant be offered as 
saciificial goats. The big ones must go 
scotfree; the judge must not investigate 


2 


their conduct, however serious the al- 
legations. 
The 


real purpose of the commissicn 


can be easily understood if one goes 
through the application recently moved 
at Calcutta High Court against the Wan- 
choo Commission by Mr Ranadev Chau- 
dhuri on behalf of Mr Tarini Mahato, 
General Secretary, Youth Congress Com- 
mittee, Purulia and Mr Sambhu Nath 
Baksi. The challenged the 


Wanchoo Commission's terms of reference 


petitioners 


dated July 16 on the grounds that serious 
charges of corruption have been ignored, 
the ad hoc decision to appoint the Com- 


mission Was motivated by political con- 


>> = . = 1 “ . . 

siderations, ie terms of reference 
{ 

were too narrow ‘and the whole proce- 


vires the Com- 
The peti- 


tioners case was that in their memoran- 


ultra 
mission of Inquiry: Act, 1952. 


dure. adopted was 
dure. adopted was 


dum submitted on June 22 they speci- 
fically mentioned names, dales and figures 
to show how Mis Sitaram Mahalo, Minis- 
ter-in-charge, Forest Department, indul- 
ged in the “grossest abuse of official pow- 
ers’, encouraged and practised nepotism, 
unduly exercised his influence-and as such 
intyocluced corruption in definite matters 
of public importance. Along with the 
memorandum copies of some of the origi- 
nal documents in support of the allega- 
submitted, It alle- 
comparatively 

picked up, 


charges, 


ions were Was 
ged, (that complaints of 
importance 


the 


minor were 


Omitting serious 


thereby misleading the public i} 
serious charges other than homey 
need be inquired into. Any ato i 
such an impression was mala ide 
attempt to further the political) 
the party to which the Chief | Me 
Calcutta High Come @ 
show cause rule on the Wane 00! 


belongs. 


mission. Similarly, complaints re 
ing supported with documenteyy 

Mr Tarun Kanti Ghose, Mr val 
Kanti Ghose, Mr Abu Barkat Gant 

Chaudhuri and My Jainal Abegit 
missing. More than one Ministe 
complain that against these four Mil 
allegations of the most seriousls 
Where have i 
Some of them said: that hie 
legations being enquired into 

minor that even an officer in chu 


a. police 


were deposited. 


gone? 


station is competent a 
to look into them, 
Detailed 


newspapers of how some 


reports have appaa 


of the : 
plainants living outside Calcutta ane 
harassed by the authorities undep | 
pretext that they want to know 
they The police 
been interrogating and Lerroveing BAR 
communities: and registered lettagy. 
dressed to complainants have heen } a 
so that non-reply can be adduced a0 
that the complaints are not genuin 
Mr Justice Wanchoo is now in De 
He has been reportedly asked by 
State Ministers as well as the Prima Mi 
ter herself to hold the Commi 
session in a closed-door court room 
ing overruled by the very Ministers wil 
conduct he is supposed tostivestigatagy 
former Chief Justice js reported tok 
agreed, 


are fake or not. 


It Goes On 


A correspondent writes: 
Even making a blistering speech f 
Parliament in the wilderias 
Newspapers do not have either the gu 
or space to give the readers a fau We 
of the debate. Besides. how many pale 


is crying 


There is 
drive against illiteracy; literacy can 
awkward for the government. fl 
and television, state controlled, are h 


ple can read newspapers 
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end 


aTed gy 
cal 
re ben 
ley 
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eles of falsehood and fraud in 
n Had there been a wider 
les feadership some of the points 
by Shembers of Parliament would 
ugh! obout some change. 
Maly 26, Mr Jyotirmoy Bosu of the 
Piiedled the government claim of 
ORs 371.5) 1973-74, 
ok Sabha. The pattern of the 
Mile increases is a revelation. 
 Agnciltire: Re 13.84 crores 
mee to State plans: Rs 93.9 crores, 
Paction for Fifth Plan: Rs 34 
Education Rs. 11.76 crores. 
mand power: Rs 23.98 crores 
MG, 31,72 crores. 


cre yRes for 


Bell police (1972-73); Rs. 130.31 


7 1974-75 budget estimates): Rs 


erores. Administrative Services 


By}: Ra, 233.66 crores, (1974-75 


tiimates): Rs 389.09 crores. 
Balter Bangladesh war) 1972- 
1692.22 croves, 1974-75 (bud- 
antes; Re 1915 crores, Intelligen- 
(1969-70); Rs 4,49,31,000. 
wa HE) Rs 8,87,52,000. _Dis- 
mn Fund has jumped from Rs 3 
1969-74 to Rs 13 crores. 
Wenn used to take a cabin in an 
h Now Mrs Gandhi travels in a 
fd jot nircraft—often for party 
m In 1967 the Prime Minister's 
wet Rs 3, 14, 622. In 1973 
7,993, 
Bprviois speech Mr Bosu men- 
ite fantastic profits made by cer- 
mlitries, Indian Explosives (Im- 
Mhemical Industries) made Rs 
hs in the year ending 30, 9 
Bavenst Rx 245.20 lakhs in the 
im year. Hindustan Lever Lid., 
Bid Vanhaspati, made Rs 10,50,000 
1972 (Re 7,45,59,000 lakhs in 


Bilitgesse for big companies goes 
m@ hand with unprecedented re- 
Pinekery and corruption—Mr 
mall fry. The CPM member 
Mr Gandhi was the fountain- 
Petruption in the country. So, 
be done against her favou- 

the Chief Minister of Haryana 

f Chief Minister of Gujrat, 

r to have said that if he 
he will reveal what he has 


i, 1974 
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sent to Delhi. Mrs Gandhi, it was 
has been given Rs | crore for 


alleged, 
the price 
rise of Rs 4,000 per car allowed by the 
Mr L. M. Mishra is satd to 
allot two rakes of 
1,26,000 a 
Minister, Mr 


said, was given Rs 2 crores 


government. 
coal wagon for Rs 
day; the Commerce 
Chattopadhyay, Mr 


by the 


Bosu 
yule 
industry 

However, the show goes on. 


Long Live Floods 


Every year around this time the wea- 
ther gods take over the Indian econo- 
my. Some parts of the country experi- 
Chief 


over 


ence floods and others drought. 

Ministers and Central Ministers fly 
the submerged areas or visit the drought- 
stricken ones, wasting hundreds of kilo- 
litres of aviation fuel and motor spirit. 
On their return to the base, they issue 
fittingly sympathetic statements ‘voicing 
their sorrow at the plight of the 
people and their earnest intention to do 
something about it. But within days, 
and sometimes within hours, more “pres- 
affairs of State 
and the noble feelings of really 


sing” overtake them 
doing 
something for the hard-hit people. get 
submerged under issues ~ more vital for 
This has been the 


scenario all throush, and it shows little 


their own survival. 


sign, of changing inj the near future. 
But to manv others, it is all just not 

To a section of the bureau- 

eracv, floods and 


that simple. 
drought provide the 
god-send opportunity to make a quick 
buck at the 


of some 


expense of the suffering 


stupid silent people 


who must go on through the ordeal for 
The officials are 


a arse sum of money for relief opera- 


fears, on end. given 
tions but the laws do not prevent them 
from pocketing a substantial part of it 
by inflating the bills or showing fictitious 
names of recipients or programmes. The 
unscrupulous section of the bureaucracy 
has a_ ready ally in the unscrupulous 
politicians and the so-called social work- 
ers who mint money out of all this. Ta 
fact, almost everybody gets a spin-off 
from the relief expenditure except the 
people for whom it is intended. The 


whole process has been perfected to such 


an extent by this time that there is just 
no way of cliecking it. What is worse, 
the people who are supposed to. do the 
checking, like the members of the minis- 
tries, -are involved in the 
From this year, the Goy- 
ernment has. even dropped its 


themselves 
sordid game. 
pretence 
these afflicted 
following the re 

Sixth Finance 
Commission, has told States that they 
must 


of doing about 
The Centre, 


commendations of the 


anything 
people. 


manage such relief expenses on 
riatural calamities that 
But the 
States have hardly done that, nor have 


they The 


result is that whatever lithe managed to 


from reserves 


they have to build themselves, 
surpluses for this purpose. 
trickle through after successive “help- 
ings” by different parties might not even 
be there this year. Last year, according 
to the annual report of the Union Mints 
try of Power and Irrigation, the damage 


from floods ‘and cyclones was esti- 


mated at Rs 500 crores. 


nomist would feel that the proper thing 


And any eco- 


to do is to make substantial capital out- 
lay over one, two or three years, set up 
the projects that could reduce the ex- 
tent of damage by such natural calami- 
ties and thus spare the country of such 
then 


a huge recurring loss, But what 


simple economics suggesls can nevet 
hope to be acceptable to the learned ex- 


More 


when floods and 


perts. important, why bother 
drought help you to 


make money? 


tq FTOI-2 


——————— ee 








New Strategies 


x P, 


T was the incompatibility of East Ben- 
gal, geographical, political and cul- 
tural, which helped the interve 
strategy in the fall of 1971.. Now the 
seeming incompatibility of 
and the Pushtu-speaking areas in West 
Pakistan the 
a further revision of the power-balance 


trontst 
Baluchistan 


temnts strategists. towards 


in South Asia, and supremacy 
The compulsions are many. A major 

operation for altering the existing equa- 

tions of cannot, of neces 


power ity 


‘ 
stop half-way. A supposedly revanchist 
Pakistan can never be expected to con- 
form to the 


even. a manipulated change in its goy- 


altered power-structure; 


ernment is no guarantee that the new 
sel of nilers would be less prone to up- 
Pakis- 


integrity. 


hold the natural sentiments of 
tanis for preserving Pakistan's 
The better tactic, therefore, is to work 
for a slow and persistent nibbling away 
of Pakistan’s national morale, of creat- 
ing sub-national groups with separatist 
of a 
the 


self-determination 


sentiments in favour 
polity, and to 
spirit of 


groups in the 


separate 
underlying 
of 


exploit 
such 
direction of sétting un 
State structures rédisposed in favour 
of the 
balance. 

In 1971 the strategic quest was to 


create a new buffer State and maintain 


strategists’ concept of power 


il as a potential pincer against not only 
‘ 
China but 


line-up. of 


possible 
(in 
Nagaland, Mizo- 


also =-- against 


any 
anti-super power forces 
Burma, rebel areas in 
ram and Manipur), which might prove 
unamenable to the designs of establish- 
ing power hegemony in South Asia. In 
1974 such an aim appears well within 
the 

imperialism 
slobal strategy in 


the reach of practicability; tired 
and ¢risis-ridden US 
perforce, altered its 

South-East 


stance or tactical retreat and suspend 


has, 


and South Asia to adopt a 


ed presence, its armed strength and 
military and political capability: employed 
only as factors of influence, in conjunc- 
tion, with the political power of China 
and the economic capability of Japan. 


The U.S.A’s foreign policy has perhaps 


MULILICK 


been changed to the extent of accommo- 
dating New Delhi's present moves, which 
gains of 1971 and 
to expand still further the latter's powe- 
structure in South Asia. The USSR stands 
to gain immensely through an expanded 
Afehanistan 


are to consolidate the 


and independent Baluchis- 
tan. 

the 
has, 


; ‘ 1 
Russi AS SPpecious aavocacy of 


people's right to self-determination 
however, begun in cut both ways: pro- 
and 


- 1 . an 
movements in Baluchistan and the “Pa- 
khtoon™ 


vyoking disruplionist secessionist 
nreas of Pakistan, as well as 
to the Kurds’ 


struggle for a free Kurdistan in Iraq. 


providing moral muscles 

Before the adyent of the present Baa- 
thist regime in Iraq, with its commitment 
to an ambiguous variety of socialism and 
pro-Soviet line in foreign relations the 
USSR had helped Mullah Mustafa Bara- 
zani’s armed movement for antonomy in 
Iraqi Kurdistan. with- 
drawal of Soviet support for the Kurds’ 
night of selfcdetermination was an act of 
gratutious pelitical bounty to pre-West 
Turkey and Iran, both of which 


The subsequent 


have 
antial numbers of Kurds (5 million 
Relatively, 
the number of Kurds living in and around 


4 millon respectively). 


Mosul, the oil-rich mountainous area. of 
nuch less; but they are 
better led and better organised. This is 
why the Kurdish 
of self-determination 
decades 


authoritarian regin e, a 


north Iraq, 43s 


struggle for the right 
for 
absolule 


continued 


has 
Since Ivan's is an 
safe political ex- 
pedient for the lranian monarch would 
be to let Kurdish aspirations die through 
secret repression and callous neglect of 
their economic development. The Shah 
of Iran has another political compulsion 
for following a binaty policy in interna- 

affairs, offerme the allegiance of 
an imperialist camp-follower to the USA, 
and the appeasement of a pragmatist to 
the USSR: 
considerably numerous Baluch minority 
in south-eastern Iran, contiguous to Balu- 


chistan in Pakistan. 


he has the headache of a 


This explains the ambiyalence of the 


Shah's attitude to Pakistan's rulers, 


Should the Baluchis of Pakistan a 
in. seceding from Pakistan (sais 
military and political aid and Sigg 
tic support from such powerhi 
bours as the USSR and India), im 
start a leadliny 
disintegration of Trani 
the Shah, in view of such a pol 


chain-action 
partial 


assiime too overt an apnroach of @ 
mitted support to uphold Pakistiiy 
tegrity, it would not be difhent 
USSR to provoke disruption withial 
and put a blight on the Shah's peam 
This 


deration has been weighty enougiy 


dream of an imperial Tran. 


cently, to prod the Shah to toe am 
ingenious line of pleasing both thet™ 
thie 
But sitter 


tan-[slamic integral, and 
Indian entente cordiale. 
is an obvious limitation to such diph 
tic ingenuity and its inner contend 
the net result‘of Iran's foreign poligy 
applied in this region of South Alm 
been a slow but distinct cool-off 
Pakistan. 
And that, naturally, has encoum 
New Delhi. No wonder India’s Fon 
Minister speaks with such guste 
the reign of terror in Baluchistan 
is so concerned about the Baluchit 
the Pakhtoons in Pakistan, and alia 
the way the administration of theme 


The 


Foreign Ministry drops casual som 


tani areas is carned out. 
© es ” 
about Bhutto's “internal problems 


makes sympathetic references 
struggle of these elements for Gi 
out semi-independent autonomaus 
Pakistan 
Afghan Ambassador in India siilm 
New Delhi on uly 26 that the tem 
of Pakhtoon 
tegral parts of Pakistan 
the 


in frontier regions of 


and Baluchis were ai 
He added 
(extended ‘by the A 
Government, impliedly) “for they 
of the Pakhtoons and the Baluchi¥ " 
no way interference in the domext 
fairs of Pakistan’. The Afghanit 
emment's policy “of fully supportin 
leditimate demands of /Pakhtooney 
Baluchis could not be changed” bye 
tto’s threats and aggressive attitude 
pos the Afghan Government, 

That the Government of Afghiii 
enjoys the Lacit support of New Dal 


support 
hin 


<i! 


borne out by the trend and tenor 
thoritative pronouncements by iis) 


AUGUST 1% 





vee une also by editorial 
® pto-establishment newspa- 
e Times of India”, for instance 
ly 27, 1974: “Mr Swaran 
Redon well to leave Mr Bhutto 
mbt that this country takes a 
View of his bellicose utterances 
Miphanistan and regards these as 
milion of his lack of interest in 
id stability in the region... . 


t for = vs : , 

ithin Ja to commoat feel entitled to dis- 
neo eamiius quo in Kashmir and at 
his comm time claim that the Durand 
ate tip by the British Govern- 


Macrosatict. He should also re- 
hat the language of threats can 
ih coutiter-productive and that 
nh is wot without friends. The 


a lyig 
he Pali 


Sovimt 


ice the 
ciphor Rmwit camot, for instance, allow 
adiether Me hitmiliated”. 
policy Mm peacelul operation may be pro- 
olicy, ¥ 


Asia, a tom without and engineered from 
( ap ve TW teed be, there can be a swift 
F ? War-operation. 

icouragias Pwould be a mistake to think 
Ford ths hax been thought out in iso- 
to abo After completing the integration 
tan, a ait within the system, the ever- 
Khampas in 
yateas of north Nepal are being 
"i tt is worth remembering that 
apis have been incited into mili- 


the sensitive 


ic his 
also ov 


‘oman loily after Nepal had decisively 
ns or civersifying its overseas trade 
fe and a Chinese trade deléga- 
can i vnited Kathmandu (in the last 
ius i May 1974) to finalise arrange- 
Dard terms. The immediate ob- 
rated | mare twofold: To prevent Nepal 
rvite : Sanam s really independent 
nett (elicy (including foreign trade 
lded and 6 prevent a rapport between 
Afe fenerations of Nepalese and 
he Gneluding Tibetan) peoples, 
his Demwing up; and to keep China 
iestic Bienlethooks of anxiety and ten- 
in Meurity, and thus pul a spanner 
rting Giourammes of socio-economic 
ons & ment in Tibet, as well as its test- 
by mies of ballistic projectiles. 
ide ap imiirkings on arms abd ammunition 
eet «by or captured from the 
‘hana Beare of US,, Taiwanese and 
Delhi ix, Although the Nepalese 
r of g hieve been polite enough to 


; Cal biker way and refrain fram sug: 
y complicity of a neighbouring 


1974 
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government or even of 
organisations enjoying the latter's con- 


any agenucies/ 


fidence and inspiration, trouble is now 
being stepped up by the emigre Nepalese 
politicians of feudal-bourgeois origin 
(staying in India). But the most sut- 
prising feature of this misadventure 
ling for and stirring up pseudo-guerilla 
bands in north Nepal border areas and 
in Tibet, with the aim of getting the 
Dalai Lama and his political henchmen 
reinstalled in Lhasa—is the collusion of 
the USA. If anything, this secret poli- 
tical and military collaboration between 
the USA and the USSR proves that the 
obsession with communism and animus 
against China is still the ruling yardstick 
of Soviet-American convergence, mis- 
called detente. Incidentally, it is relevant 
to note that the Dalai Lama declared as 
recently as January 19 this year, 

at Gaya, that he was prepared to go 
back to Tibet provided the ‘Chinese’ 
agreed to hold an internationally super- 
How far or how 
close is this stand from or to thal of 
Sheikh Abdullah in Kashmir? Pertinent 
in this context will be to state two Macts. 
The USA's India policy has undergone a 
transformation, with a definite tilt onwards 
acceptance of India’s position of superio- 


ang- 


vised plebiscite there”. 


rity in South Asia, to the extent as the 
formulators of that policy were convinced 
that India was independent and intended 
to remain so, and that the Soviets. had 
not received any special treatment or 
facilities following the Indo-Soviet treaty, 
which could not be regarded as a reflec- 
tion of the relationship that had already 
existed between the two countries (Mr 
Sisco, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State. 
testifying before a sub-committee of the 
Congress, middle of March 1974). The 
USA’s attitude towards the question 
of self-cetermination for the Kashmiri 
people has undergone a sea-change cor- 
respondingly as its foreign policy makers 
have overcome the “sentimental period” 
of late 1971, when the USA and India 
had “expected from each other what no 
right to expect”: 


two countries had a 


(Kissinger speaking at a dinner in Wa- 


shington, July 16, 1974). But its approach 


to the Tibetan issue remains much the 
same as it was in 1959, when trained 
CIA agents and conspirators chaperoned 
the Dalai Lama and his entourage to 


India andl, besides, had already sponsored 
the Khamia Tibetan 
“independence”. 

It is now the fervid hope in New Delhi 
that some sort of a constitutional set-up 


insurgency for 


giving limited autonomy to the Kashmiris 
on the Indian side of the international 
border would by itself draw those on the 
If the 
political hold of the latter over a section 


other side, that is in Pakistan. 


of the Kashmiri people can be unsettled 
the vexed question of Kashmui’s self. 
determination will disappear. New Delhi 
thinks that the rulers of Pakistan will 
never see the necessity for granting free- 
dom to Pak-occupied Kaslimir straight- 
away. 
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Social Scenario 
B. G:; 

LIGUST 15,1974. It is the 27th 

year of India’s independence. Those 

who were horn in 1947 have now reached 

who 


the peak of their youth, Those 


were born ten years later, al the begin- 
Second Five Yeay Plan, have 


the end of 


Those who were born in 1972, 


ning of the 


now reached - almost their 
leenage. 
the Silver Jubilee Year of India’s Inde- 
pendence, are now only two years old, 
just brachiating like anthropoid apes. 
What have been our achievements dur- 


ing 
of youths, teenagers and children? Quite 


this fairly long period of generations 


@ lot, and very much impressive at. that. 
You can set a good idea of it if you 
look through ‘India—A Reference Annual 
1972", compiled by the Research and Re- 
ference Division of the Ministry of In- 
formation atid Broadcasting. If you 
Want to have a ‘better’ idea of the deve- 
the 
of India during this period, 
Prof D. H 


lopment process and monumental 


progress you 


should read Butani’s “Eco- 
brought 
the 


Sahitya series 


nomic Story of Modern India’, 
out by the Ministry, because tt ts 
‘first Gtle’ in the 


“which aims al 


Yuva 


generating wholesome 


‘ ' “ 
reading matter for very young adults 


Hence its importance. Butani 


says: 


"owe must know that development has 


to be paid for in real terms: either the 


common people pay for it by fore- 


and milk and fruits 


the 


taking a one-ege omelet- 


going butter 


atid good housing: or rich pay for 
it through, Say 
te-instead of 2 eggs, and half an ounce 


full 


removed, it 


of butter, instead. of a one ounce. 


cannot be must 
that 


the 


If poverty 
readiness to ‘share 
needed kick to the 
nothing 


he shared and 
will alone give 
development 
will”, 


nomic story 


process, as 


else After narrating the eco- 


up to the present, Butani 
carries it forward “as a historical fan- 
tasy into the year 2001 A.D” possibly 
inspired by Han Suyin’s ‘China in the 
Year 2001’. 


very simple that if we can organise mass 


He says: “My argument is 


mobilisation, we can immediately pro~ 
vide same food to all the people, some 


clothing for all the people, some decent 


G 


housing—even if it be made of mud— 
for all the people, at least primary edu- 
cation for all the school-going children; 
and if we do all this, this country will 
be a land of opportunity by 2001". 
This is the stuff, produced by the Minis- 
try of 1 & B for ‘generating wholesome 
young adults. 
According to Buta- 
knowing that poverty can- 
not be removed, the rich and the com- 


reading matter for very 
Wholesome indeed! 
ni's advice, 
mon people of India are already sha- 
The rich taking 


egg omelettes and ounce of 


ring it. are one- 
half an 
butter in the posh hotels, and the common 
people are forgoing, not only “butter 
and milk and fruits and good housing” 
as per Butani, but also their everyday 
meal, and as regards houses, good or 
bad, they are already deserting them 
en masse for open pavements and plat- 
In fact, the ‘kick’ needed to 


push up our development has gone right 


forms. 


through our stomach so deep, during the 
development process of four five-year 
plans, that our entire intestinal infras- 
superstruc- 
tructure, are just collapsing. We 
not survive another five five-year plans, 
to reach the 2001 
according to the distinguished economist, 
‘will be a land of opportunity’. 
That is. a land of opportunists and reck- 
By that time most of the 
common people of India, will be deliver- 
ed from this earthly life, to a life beyond 
sorrow and suffering by our benign Lord 


Krishna. Hare Krishna! Hare Krishna! 


tructure, and also cerebral 
may 
when, 


blessed year 


Incha 


less climbers. 


We need not, therefore, indulge, for 
nothing, in the perverse pleasure of ma- 
king mountains of the molehills of our 
failures and invite the wrath of the Con- 
gress President Dr Sharma, and be dub- 
bed CIA agents or right reactionaries or 
left wrath, emit4 
ting volcanic fire from the third eye on 
his forehead, like that of Lord Shiva, 
may burn not only JP and his followers 


extremists. Sharma's 


but all of us into ashes: Hordes of blood- 
hounds—like the PDA, MISA, the 
CRP, the police, the brigades of bullies 
étc, will be set upon you, in the name 
of democracy and justice, and you will 


disappear for ever or reappear alter 


some time in some police [oukan 
Be wise, as you you ought tas 
middle-class. gentleman, and lp, 
anything about the misdeeds Oil 
sent rulers. Your personal 

security you shoulil value may 
chosen therefore to select @ 
ances by veterans and Vilts ae 
gressmen and to place them he 
with 


judge for yourselves the achieves 


a few riders, so thal you 


the Congress rulers. 

The Minister of State for i 
Mr Mohan Dharia, admitted in 
Sabha (August 1) that toed 
the Indian population wer ti 
below the poverty line. Thal dim 
400 million people. The Minister 
a written answer, that the aoii 
capita private consumption ob Re 
1960-61 {that is, about iil 
at current prices), was regarded: 
minimum desirable level of ¢€ 


prices 


People living below this leyelial 
sumption were regarded ag poop 
wage-cell in the Labour Minwtty " 
much worried about the wide dip 
in salaries in the industrial sagton 
only at different levels, but alsolba 
the same category of employe 
different andertakings. For 
stance, the highest paid peon it in 
State Trading Corporation, with Wi 
inclusive of all alowances, of RE 
It is a 100-rupee jump from 
getting in 197]. Much 
peon in Indian Wi 
275 « mon } 
peon fk 
Rs 3445] 


38], in Hindustan 


was 
the scale is a 
with a salary of Rs 
the intermediate levels, a 
nationalised banks eels 
the LIC Rs 

351.80: An upper division ela 

STC gets Rs 609,90, in LIC Rs f 
the nationalised banks Re 437g 
Hindustan Steel Rs, 391.80, and 


dian Airlines Rs 350, The average 


For “Frontier” contact: 
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he a shout Rs, 450 and Rs 
aa Merk and the peon have their 
dy an seth family is expected to 
nk safe ‘ull tive" of five members, 
moe  mistunum of 20% of their 
ct ae pomce on items other than 
ie we and peons, who consti- 
a a ty of the vast stratum of 
hal J a E middle” middle-class, are 
aching below the desired level of 
_ that is below the bread- 

for Fi brenelin is ascending from the 
ted a ai of workers and peasants 
t twee ite a latee segment of the 
; This ras been the net re- 









eré ngW . 

Thar is yearn of planning and deve- 

Minis Mts hag been the direction 

Be maa Sees toward “the land of op- 
i i 2 

nm of f fo tndia will be in 2001. 
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Tintsh them, Don't suf- 
mesquitoes; cockroaches, 
Sei) is an advertisement, and 
fil alogan. It flashed like 
Velore my eyes three ‘times 
mes, as | stood befuddled 
bewildering variety of men and 
and middle, flowing over 
Wachowringhee, Park Stieet 
mat crossinz. lime: & p.m. 
SM Vision Was clear, and 
Sad trare of any alcoholic co 
Peomy wight, These men and 
sof a different planet. 
mio me. There are minor 
Diy the quality and composi- 
Metiwede ty the different areas 
® fe the Dhurramtollah area 
J Malla predominate, in. the 
Bengalis and non-Bengalis 
#quil proportion, and in 
fm wan absolute majority 
Beals «There is a uniformity 
fe of the youth everywhere. in 
baivle dress, Che-Castro-Ho 
Mivle beurds, flying eagle-like or 
Mype moustaches, and long hair 
Pike end of medulla oblong- 
Phehold the fair sex, ranging 
15 year of age, from mothers 
a) Weis diffcult to digtingni- 
fallen from the other, either 
pul dress or in the shambling 
Me, each vying wath the 


mvt 


rial neg} 


peon ir i 


fro mn 


& month 
peor it 


Ic Rs 33 i 
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other im exhibiting her sex. The saries 
are steadily descending downward from 
the waistline, as the mini-blouses are ae 
cending upward from the breastline, and 
as millions of people are being rolled 
down the breadline. 


Who are these creatures, these unhood- 


ed hordes, stumbling and staggering over 
the pestiferous pavements of this city, 
who appear like cockroaches, when the 
bars and the eating-houses and the shops 


and the cinemas close? As you gaze at 


} , u 

them, the advertisement flashes: across 
you! mind—Flit them. Finish them’, 
They are the beneficiaries of our 27 


years of plannme and development, the 


cognates of the new classes of super-rich 
rich, super-middle, and 
middle-middle—the creatures of inflation 
and black money. 


| 
upper-middle 


They will colebrate 
he best patriots 


Independence Day, being 
of our country. with pomp and pride. 
at the gay and hilarious jam sessions of 
hotels and bars, at the house-full cinerma 
houses, at the reserved tables of eating 
markets and shopping 


houses, at the 


centres, and then they will come out 
winging and staggering on the 
and co kroache . 


ii is 


ment, not a political slogan. 


ments, like rats 


them. Finish them’. an advertise- 


African Liberation Struggles 
( Press Diary May-June 1974 ) 


NARENDRA SINGH 


GUINEA-BISSAU, Following political 
Portugal, the 
concerning 


metropolitan 
developments 


changes in 
first 
the African territories. occurred with the 
Portuguese 


positive 


announcement of the new 
Government that it would begin negotia- 
tions with the Guinea-Bissau febels in 
London on May 25. The peace talks, 
which opened in London as scheduled 
proved to be tough than the Portuguese 
expected. They had hoped that the 
London talks would be restricted to ar- 
ranging a cease-fire, However, PAIGC 
(Party African for Independence of Gui- 
nea-Bissau and Cape Verde Islands) in- 
sisted that the cease-fire be conditional 
on four points, recognition of the State 
the 
and 


of Guinea-Bissau, recognition of 
independence of Angola 
Mozambique, agreement to 
discuss the independence of these two 
States with FRELIMO and MPLA; and 
regroupment of the Portuguese forces in 
Guinea-Bissau. The four conditions 
were decided upon at-a meeting between 
the three liberation moyements and the 
Liberation Committee of the OAU 
(Organisation for African 
The first round of talks ended in May, 
with the second round to begin later in 
Algiers, The second round did begin 
on June 13, but the prospects of early 


right to 
Portusuese 


Unity). 


success appeared to be in serious doubt. 
The PAIGC negotiators decided to end 
the talks, because the differences between 
them and the Portuguese team proved 
very great. The cease-fire talks were 
broken off, but an informal cease-fire haa! 
been in effect since the first round of 
talks in London, Not only that, the sol- 
diers of both armies fraternise widely 
and a feeling of headlong decolonisation 
is in the air. 

Cape Verds Islands withnessed on May 


20 a demonstration of thousands in sup- 
port of PAIGC, which led to some vio- 
lent clashes between rival local factions. 
The demonstrators wete protesting that 
Portuguese troops were still being sent, 
specially to the Cape Verde Islands where 
lately had taken place. 
According to a communique issued by the 


Verde 


big agitations 


demonstrators, Guinea and Cape 
are one country. “The Provisional Gov- 
ernment of Portugal speaks only about 
the independence of Guinea, trymg te 
divide two peoples united by their history 
and their struggle”. 

reports, 


Daily Telegraph (June 6) 
Portu- 


“Meanwhile the signs ate that 
zal’s srip on Guinea-Bissau is crumbling 
fast. Reports ‘from Bissau say Porti- 


guese soldiers at the isolated outpost of 
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“Twenty seven years of Independence: 


oy 
i 


‘Twenty years of 
Significant Service 


Born in 1954, Hindustan Steel Limited was 
perhaps the largest and boldest venture of Free 
India. We believe we have made some contribu- 
tion to our coming of age as an industrial 
nation; we have helped to develop our material 
arid human resources, our self-confidence and 
self-reliance. 


GROWING INDUSTRIES 


To India’s growing Industries, as on March 31, 1974, 
the Bhilai. Rourkela and Durgapur Stee! plants of 
Hindustan Steel have supplied over 12.5 miilion 
tonnes of pig iron, one million tonnes of ingots, 7.3 
million tonnes of semis, and over. 22 million tonnes 
of finished steel. 


We have also supplied about 5.6 million tonnes ot 
coke, a million tonnes of coal chemicals, and 5.3 
million. tonnes of miscellaneous by-products that 
include middlings, slags, dolomite, etc, 


To the agricultural industry, we have so far supplied 
over 1.8 million tonnes of calcium ammonium nitrate 
and 550,000 tonnes of ammonium sulphate— 
fertilizers. mafufactured from by-products, vital to 
improving India’s agricultural yields. Besides, we 
have ensured a steady supply of stee! for irrigation 
projects. construction of dems, deep tubewells, silos, 
farm equipment and other agricultural uses, 


The total sales value of all these materials amounts to 
approximately Rs 3594 crores excluding exports. 


The approximate break-up of finished steal despatches 
from the public sector plants as on March 31. 1974 is 
as follows 


Quantity 


in million 
_tonnes despatches 
0.88 3 


450 20 


Purcontage 
of total 


A. Doetence 
Rallways 


Othe: Government 
departments 


Total (A) 
6. tndustries 


C. Stockists. including 
HSL stockyards 


4.94 22.5 
10.32 45.5 
6.97 32 


4.95 22.5 


Total 22.24 100 


The Alloy Steels Pilani has supplied 20.6 thousand 
tonnes of ingots, and 188.2 thousand tonnes of 
finishes tool, alloy and specia) steels valued at Rs 88 
crores to the country’s sophisticated industries such 
@s atilomation, avistion, atomic energy, ordnence 
factories, machine tool industries, etc. 


Between October. 1970 and March, 1974 Hindustan 
Steel has imported a little over 2 million tonnes of 
steel to meet-the urgent needs of priority industries. 


To ensure a steady supply of vital inputs like coke 
iron ore, limestone, ete.for its plants, Hindustan Stes! 
has déveloped its own captive mines, quarries anc 
washeries which have produced millions of tonnes of 
the materials required, 








of 


DISTHIGUTION 

A Cenval Sales Organisation, backed by a network of 
#0 Sockyards throughout the country, has been set up 
0 @nsute prompt delivery and equitable distribution 
gi teasonoble ptices. The total sales turnover since 
teaption, including exports, has been Rs 3886 crores. 


Since the Bokaro Stee! Plant went Into eperation 
in October 1972, over half'a million tonnes of pig iron 
Valued at Re 31.5 crores, have also been supplied 
through our Central Sales Organisation to meet the 
pountry’s demand 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS 

Hindustan Steel entered the export market with pila 
ton and semis in 1959; subsequently stepped wp its 
expotts fo cover a wide range of products particularly 
When there was a decline in the domestic demand for 
sisal. So far over 6 million tonnes of pig iron, ingots 
semis, finished stee! products and coal chemicals have 
bean exported to over 40 countries in six continents 
Against international competition, earning nearly 
fia 241 crores (FOB) worth of valuable foreign ex- 
change for the country. Since commissioning of its 
Hist blast furnace, Bokaro Steel has exported through 
Madustan Steel, pig iron valued at Rs 11 crores(FOB) 


MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT 

Vindusian Stee! has directly employed and developed 
#8 ew generation of over 130.000 industrial workers 
and manegers and generated new skillsand technolo 
geal disciplines which are a basic necessity for the 
Sidtained growth of any modern steel industry. 


CONSULTANCY SERVICES 

The realisation that the development of an indigenous 
Congultancy,design and engineeting service was impe- 
falive to Indian Stee! ted Hindustan Steel to establish 
14 1958 its Central Engineering and Design Bureau. It 
15 tow an independent Company ; “Metallurgical and 
Enginesting Consultants (India) Limited" (MECON) 


MODERN TECHNOLOGY 

Or plants incorporate the tatest developments in 
sidel ike tha LD Process. sintering, etc. Other techna- 
fouitd! innovations to increase steel productivity and 
Gonsiiva scarce raw materials are being taken in 
hand. Some of thase are: high top pressure, auxiliary 
tus! injection, oxygen fancing. siag granulation, pel- 
letizstian, beneficiation of iron ore. etc. A nucleus of 
Resiaeh and Develooment has been formed. 


Ta kedging with market demand. product diversifica- 
Hon and rationalising of vatious sections have been 
initiated. We have introduced in the market cold rolled 
(Uilvanited sheets, plain galvanized sheets in coils 
#ctlytic tinplates. heavy rails to Indian and inter 
national specifications, sic. 


“FINANCIAL POSITION 


This is tha financial pesition of Hindustan Steet 
Limited as of Marci: 31. 1974: 


Rs{in crores) 


Total income 4284 


Less: Excise duty 289 
and 
Freight outward 544 


Net income 34651 


Total expenses 2896 


Leaving Cash surplus 555 


Stock of finished and 
semi-finished products 151 


Total surplus 706 


Out of this. Government dues 
on interest 269 


We are left with 437 
But had to account for depreciation _ 883 
(—) 246 
in the year 1973-74, we have made a prolit of 
Rs 4.81 crores, thus reducing the previous under- 
provision of deprecistion to As 246 crores. This 
represents our accumulated loss so far. From our cash 
reserves, We met our working capital needs as well 
as re-invested Rs 118 crores on additions and balanc- 
ing facilities, and repaid long-term and short-term 
Government loans Lo the extent of Rs 170 crores. Our 
outstanding Government loans are Rs 374 crores, 


Currently, our plants have to provide annuelly depre- 
ciation of about Rs 69 crores and interest charges of 
about Rs 24 crores, that is a total of Rs 93 crores. 
Cost escalation of inputs last year was estimated at 
Rs 38 crores. Excise duty paid in1973-74 was Rs 101 
crores, 3s against Rs 96 crores paid in the previous 
year, and yet. significantly. the per tonne steel price in 
india is way below world steel prices. 


WHERE WE STAND TODAY 

Today. Hindustan Steel Limited is 20. Young yet 
mature. To get where we are, we have had to 
struggle hard and overcome many obstactes 
including our own inexperience. Harder struagle 
lies ahead because as our production increases, 
the infrastructural imbalances—raw materials, 
transporation, power—come in the way. But 
we are confident of our progress. 


It is the vitality of youth and the faith in our 
future that have helped us along, even as it has 
helped slong our nation. As we take stock and 
look to the future. we steel ourselves for 
greater offorts. With the formation of the Stee! 
Authority of india Limited, we feel confident of 
more efficient, more productive service to India, 


SLO 


‘(s)) HINDUSTAN STEEL 


~ 
. mare! 


HSL 806% 
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Jamberem have abandoned their posi- 
and retreated 
to a bigger garrison at Cacine. Jamberem 
has been regularly under artillery attack 
by the rebels of PAIGC national move- 
ment, Soldiers from other outposts are 
aiso yeported to be trying to head back 
te Bissau for the excepted abandonment 
of Guinea by the Portuguese forces’. 

ANGOLA: The Portuguese military 
command in Angola ordered a halt to 
all offensive operations against the two 
main liberation movements, to persuade 
the nationalist guerillas to lay down 
amns and take part in political life. But 
it was clarified that this was not a uni- 
lateral 
tions would continue. 
20). 

The MPLA Congress to be held 
Angola was postponed indefinitely be- 
cause of certain complications. MPLA 
has called for a united front with the 
fival Angolan Liberation front (FNLA) 
to prepare for the independence of the 


the defensive opera- 
(Guardian, May 


cease -fire 4 


in 


territory. However, no merger of the 
two organisations was considered possi- 
ble so long as MPLA followers remain- 
ed detained in Zaire, according to the 
MPLA leader, Dr Augustinho Neto (Daily 
News, Tanzania June 1). FNLA has 
released 3 MPLA militants (FNLA com- 
monique of May 29). 

The OAU has recognised UNITA as a 
legitimate liberation movement in Angola 
and the recognition has been accepted 
by MPLA and FNLA, which in the past 
Were opposed to the creation of a third 
movement inside Angola, According 
to Star Weekly (South Africa) of June 
22 the UNITA guerilla group agreed to 
end hostilities with the 
However, FNILA denounced the cease-fire 
which UNITA had entered into with the 
(Zambia Daily Mail, June 


Portuguese. 


Portuguese. 
19). 
Meanwhile 
Affican origin deserted to the ranks of 
MPLA, with large quantities of arms and 
ammunition from the Portuguese barrac- 
ks at Kaio-NNeuembo in the Cabinda 
district, to an MPLA com- 
miinique (Daily News. Tanzania, June 
17). Another MPLA jcommunique {re- 
ported killing of two senior Portuguese 
Officers and 12 soldiers in an attack on 


Portuguese soldiers of 


act ording 


10 
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an army camp, and capture of four troop 
transport veliicles in the attack on Kaio- 
Nguembo camp on June 9 (Times of 
Zambia, June 18). 

An MPLA report ‘stated that the Se- 
cond Rifle Company of 45-19 Battalion, 
based in Cabinda, had mutinied, refusing 
to leave for Belize to reinforce the gar- 
rison there following the start of a vic- 
torious MPLA offensive in the area, 

Reports of a new development were 
broadcast. A majority of the 20,000 
people in Cabinda, capital of the small 
oil-rich enclave in Angola. appeared to 
be demanding separation from Angola 
and seeking independence. The cam- 
paign is of the greatest importance to 
because of Cabinda’s rich off- 
shore oilfields, and basic to Angola’s 
healthy balance of payments 
(Daily Telegraph, June 22). 
MOZAMBIQUE: This territory 
nues to be the centre of intense acti ity 
talks, reactions 


Lisbon, 
position. 


conti- 


comprising of actions, 


among non-militant blacks and the whites; 


and further revelations about Portuguese 
massacres. 

On April 20,» two of 
the 25 invading Rhodesian planes were 
down over the liberated areas of 


out 


shat 
Tete province, according to a FRELIMO 
war communique issued in Dar es Sa- 
laam (Daily News, Tanzania, May 8). 
Reportedly, an agreement had been rea- 
ched between the Portuguese fascist 
regime and the Rhodesian racists to di- 
vide Tete province into two regions for 
the purpose of repression, with the Por- 
tuguese solely responsible for the eastern 
region and the Portuguese and Rhode- 
sians jointly for the western. There are 
almost daily air and land incursions into 
Mozambique by Rhodesian forces. Rho- 
desian planes were attacking the areas 
of Zumboe, near the tn-border-of Zim- 
babwe, Zambia and Mozambique, ‘and 
of Fingoe, deep inside Tete, north of 
Zambezi. 

A military spokesman of the Portu- 
guese armed forces at Nampula (Mozam- 
bique) claimed that about 5,000 FRE- 
LIMO fighters were stepping up opera- 
tions in northern and central areas to 
achieve a “position of force before peace 
The operations 
the road-rail net- 
of Beira with 


nevotiations began”. 
were particularly on 


work linkine the port 


































Rhodesia as well as in the Homie 
Cabo Delgado region bovedimiy it 
On May 27 guerillas attacked Qi 
guarded convoy carrying supple 
Cabora Bassa dam site, the hie 
the rebels had ambushed such a¢ 
which is always guarded by ground 
and air stpport, 

More guerilla activity was 8 
from north of Mozambique, alee 
moved south to counter raids a 
and rail links between Rhodesia 
port of Beira. Twenty-five reside 
a settlement near Vila Cabral Worm 
ducted when an armed groups 
attacked with bazookas and gall 
rifles, destroying a school, polite { 
and several houses. Another 
group destroyed a lorry about 155m 
east of Vila Pery, and domaged 
(London Times,June 1), Three 
guese commandos were killed in 
rilla ambush near the town of | 
tanga, about 25 km ‘north of lala 
Less than an hour later, the jntem 
FRELIMO attacks on the vitel Bam 
Malawi rail link ‘continued, when Tat 
machine-gunned the north-WOumM 
train at Semacuesa, about 80 km No 
(Star Weekly, South Aftig 


rists 


of Beira 
June 1. 

The Portuguese High Command © 
reported jto have ‘launched a count 
offensive against the guerilla bases 
Mozambique, following the latter's 
cent attacks on positions near the Te 


zanian border, The Portuguese 

however, that they still wanted (6) fig AO! 

litate negotiations between the gueniiayee! 

and the Portuguese Government, aN 
On June 10, FRELIMO attacked ul 

trains on the Trans-Zambezi rail War’ 


linking Beira with Tete and the Malaygeme 


border. A landmine exploded undey be 
southbound, train near the Sena junggP’ 
tion, and three hours later an -aypegges'! 

7. 


group machinegunned a northbound img 
near Zameue bridge. The vital rail link 
between Beira and the Cabora Bassa damm tt 
was cut in four places along o 60-milm 









stretch on June 13, Again on June, Zit 
guerillas launched a fresh attack on Hime 
Tete railway line, badly damaging OOURR } 








yards of track with 28 explosive chargeil 
Unconfirmed reports reaching Beira alg 
said that a guerilla growp attacked ThE 
town of Caldas Xavier on the Tete 
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25, shelling it for nearly two 


une 6, the talks between FRELIMO 
me and the Portug 
opened in Lusaka, but after 8 


ese government 


Were adjourned with a decision to 


famain in the middle of July. The 
Guest wanted to have a cease-fire 
14 mie nationalist leaders insisted on 
id’ Masefite being conditional on a 
he nt related to fundamental politi- 


meiiles. The communique made 
Hat the resumption of talks with 


WMO would depend on the negotia- 
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was the political ferment among the whites 
that three parties emerged in the first 
week of May. Now there are five part- 
ies among the white population, all de- 
manding independence bul none in agree- 
ment on its shape or achievement. Some 
whiles are sup- 


moderates among the 


nrultifacial, African<ilomire 
The most virulent of the 
white is Independent Front for 
Western Solidarity, calling for Unilate- 
ridl Declaration. of Independence (UDI) 
on the lines of the whites in Rhodesia. On 


May broke 


poring the 
nated GUMO, 


groups 


12, serious tioting out be- 


Africans 
ing the fast months, 


200, bul 


down 


many more gunieed 


by the i 


Fraternal Suppori 
OAU has c illed 


guerilla 


intensification of 
sainst the Portuguese 
in Africa. The Foreion Ministers of the 
Congo, Tanzania, Zaire and Zambia, the 
States bordering Angola and 
continued 


tor 


acnoviy as 


four black 


thetr 


Mozambique, confirmed 
I 


support lor the freedom hebte rs and saitl 
the , 


that freedom fishters should ¢onti- 


nue their confrontation until the Portu- 


guese accepted the principle of indepen- 


ti Baning on with the PAIGC repre- tween Europeans and Africans in Beira, dence (Guardian, Mi Il). A 
ion aes from Guinea-Bissau. Both Mozambique’s second city, during which special commiltce, sponsored by OAU, 
ied gad FRELIMO indicated that the volleys of automatic gunfire were heard. was formed to deal with negotiations with 
les Giiese should recognise their tis it learnt that the Portuguese secret Portugal. Jt includes Algeria, Tanzania, 
on ipendence as part of an overall police (DGS), now reported to be dis- Zambia, Zaire and the Republics of 
rtud ment on cease-fire, Mr Sampora bz was active in Mozambique and (Congo, Guinea and Senegal. U.S, press. 
(ie the PRELIMO leader, said after lending its support to the racist whites. feports spoke of the arrival of the first 
in Mee that he looked forward to more There was tension also among the Por- of 112 Chinese military instructors lin 
orate Hii wiscussions with the Portuguese tugues armed forces. On June 25. Kinshasa to tram a liberation army for 
fed le next month. Portuguese commandos opened fire on Angola, along with the Zaire paratrooper 


an angry crowd of black miners return- A yegular army division of 
ing from South Africa at 


killing seven Africans and wounding six, 


instructors. 


fm the FRELIMO leader told the 

lot state at the OAU. summit in 
iia on June 13 that FRELIMO ie- 
Male latest Portuguese peace terms 
Meeamidered the offer of a referen-. on black “agitators. 

band plédie. of self-determination as As the UN Commission on Massacres 
iil i> the people of Mozambique. in Mozambique began its first sitting in 
iter= Wrmiit =— the Blacks, Le May 14 of other 
eis mixed reaction to the massacres appeared in the world press, 
developments. A Portuguese- 
bt organisation, the 
saith Mie Unilication of Mozambique 
WO}, crested earlier with official 

ie diaw some African support 


Witton PRELIMO, held an unsuccess- 


a border post, 15,000 men is to be formed, two-thirds 
equipped by China and a third by Zaire 
The Portuguese officials put the blame  ({nternational Herald Tribune, June 3). 
Rhodesia 

The business community in Rhodesia 
more reassuring than 
of Smith that 


does not interfere in’ the af 


wants something 
the 


non-tilitant yndon on reports 


statement lan 
wpeared in the world press. Rhodesia “ 
the 


lroops of inflicting a terrible 


eres 


An Italian Catholi¢ priest accused morale is re 













fairs of other countries”. Ils 
ported to have been shattered by the speed 
of developments, (Daily Telegraph, May 6). 
On the other hand, the new government 


Tans Group 
Portuguese 


faci~ bloodbath on the African population of 


rillas Unango in north Mozambique between 


1967 and 1968 He claimed that the. 
meine on May 4 in the African dead outnumbered those reported mas- 
Lewenco Marques; But the sacred at Wiriyamu. May 

Wes splashed with FRELIMO 14. Another account of terrorism and 
Brand shouts of “Viva FRELIMO”| massacres in recent months has appear 
ie air, GUMO also wants the ed im the London Times (May ||) froma 
a Dowsible ties with South Afri- 
Hawever, n shift in GUMO policies 
Decomine evident. The GUMO 
Mie had bewun to appeal to FRE- 
Ott dicussions on ways of linking 
@rammes of the two organisations 


in 
operate with Britain in closing the loop- 
holes in the UN sanctions on Rhodesia 
and to step up pressure on the Smith 
(Guardian May 27). 

; ati" 7 
ing to Ffeports reaching Salisbury, Rho- 


Portugal seems to be ready to co- 


(Guardian, 


resime-. Accord. 


}UnC 
med! 
1 trai 
it link 
’ dag 
O-milel 
., 264 


desia has been asked by the Portuguese 
military junta to stop all military pur- 
‘inst. guerillas in Moz- 


inemorandum of fiye Dutch mission aries. 
The events cover the period between Au- 
mist 1973 aad March 1974. The military 
commander in the 
scene of events, has denied the involve- 


suit opérations ay 
Inhaminga area, the 

For Frontier contact 
ment of the army in the massacres o1 
executions, but added that he could not 


ot Lie te Freedom of Mozambique. It M. VEERAMALLIAH, 
¢ BOO Sie revued is stand, tm stating vouch for the actions of the former se- 
ref Mould deny Rhodesia access to curity police (DGS). The South Afri- Station Road, 
also ; minque ports and would im- can Star Weekly correspondent (May 25) 
d the tions against South Afnca- reported secing nine mysterious mounds Warangal-2, 
te line i Mozambique -continued to on the outskirts of Inhaminga, which are 


Andhra Pradesh. 


Mewked by the Lishon coup. Such ‘claimed to cover the remains of ‘not 


Bin 1974 


ambique (Star Weekly, South Africa , 
May 25). 

Work on the Rhodesian direct rail link 
with South Africa has been accelerated 
“in the light of present circumstances”. 
Observers believe that “present circums-. 
tances” refer to the possibilities of an 
independent government in Mozambique 
closing the present: Rhodesian rail links 
with the ports of Beira and Lourenco Mar- 
ques. African villages in the tense bor- 
devlands with Mozambique are being 
fortified, defence look-outs built 
extensive wire fences set up against in- 
filtratine terrorists, A number of lead- 
ing ‘African detainees, including ZAPU’S 
Joshua Nkomo, have been moved away 
from the Gonakudzingwa detention arez 
near the border of Mozambique. Five 
igueriilas were hanged jin Rhodesia on 


and 


a . < 
June 7 on charg "s of possessing arms.. 


South Africa 

South Arfica will adopt a “take it or 
leave it” attitude to black majority gov- 
ermments in Angola and Mozambique, 
according to its Minister of Interior and 
Information. Already its military policy 
is being reshaped from the traditional 
“bulfer zone’ approach, such as main- 
taining para-military police urits in Rho- 
desia'and the possibility of Mmtervening in 
Mozambique, to that of defending the 
country al its own borders. (Daily 
Telegraph, May 27). South Africa's 
huge financial investment in the Cabora 
Bassa hydroelectric dam scheme in Moz- 
ambique could be in jeopardy, with FRE- 
LIMO coming into power. During the 
past, its involvement in and financial sup- 
port for the project has been growing. 
Its giant construction group. LTA, has 
heen awarded R30m, 
and the LTA will be working in part- 
nership with two firms of France. How- 


contracts worth 


ever, the latest reports say that the Voy- 
ster administration expects a black go - 
ermment In Mozambique to honour the 
Cabora Bassa treaty 
to South Africa 
wer supply. On 

attempts are being made by the South 
African officials to persuade Mozambique 
that, whatever happens, she can not do 
without South Africa’s help. 
Government controlled newspapers and 
tadio are constantly drumming on the. 


which guarantees 


considerable po- 


one side desperate 


white 
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On 
the other side, more stricl anti-guerila 
measures are being promulgated, The 
anti-guerilla police patrols along the 
Caprivi strip have been replaced by 19 
army units, This confirms that guerilla 
actions are endemic in the area, Vorster 
has already decided to go shopping for 
arms to Europe. A major diplomatic 
row has blown up between Britain and 


theme of economic interdependence. 


South Africa over the former's decision 
to withhold delivery of one Westland 
Wasp helicopter to South Africa. 


Reports speck of a growing number 


of people from Ovamboland crossing 


into Angola to receive military training. 


m Zaire and Zambia. The 


missioner-general of South-West Africa's 


white com- 


indigenous population, appointed by the 
Pretoria Government, has admitted that 
a secret organisation Was operating in 
Ovamboland and Angola, helping the 
blacks to cross the border. The situa- 
tion, according to him, worsened after 
the collapse of the Portuguese security 
police. A number of from 
South West Africa 
detained i» Angola in the latter half of 
June. 


rebugees 


have been 


Artists Of West 
Bengal—X II 


SANpDIp SARKAR 


Rabin Mondal 


Biographical Data: Born 1932 in How- 
tah city. Graduated from Calcutta Uni- 


Art 


Indian College of Art and the Asutosh 


versity 1952. education at 


Museum, Calcutta University. Publica- 
Drawings by Fourteen Contempo- 
rary Artists of Bengal. Works in the 
S. E. Railway. Unmarried.. 1963 founder 
member, Calcutta Painters. 

One-Man Shows: 1961, 1964, 1965, 
1966, 1967, 1971, 1973, Calcutta. Forth- 
coming exhibition in Delhi in November. 
Group Exhibition: 1964, 1965, 1969, 
1972, 1973 with Calcutta Painters, Delhi, 
1965, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1973, 1974 
Calcutta, 1968; 1974 Kala Bhavan, 
Santiniketan. 1972, 1974 Bombay. 


tion: 


the. 


The Interview ’ 
Rabin’s background ts 4 Rij 
ent from that of other artists 
This needs. 
elaboration. Like Nikhil Big 
comes from the Mahisya casey 
predominantly agricultural gala 
forms the largest single group 
prenenurs in the small-ccals 
industry of Howrah. It shout 
served that these entreprendunp 


been discussing. 


their counterparts studied in 
elsewhere, do not belong to fm 


artisan or professional classes; 
century Mi 
people migrated to Howrah and 
fully adopted the roles that mp 
tion and urbanisation demand, 
family history is a long sucomm 
His grandfather gave his name lo 
das Mondal Lane. There wen 
padiyas, lawyers, founders of mm 


time in the last 


7 


workers’ union among the meme 
the family. The family still 
successful light engineering unit. B 
at first identified and later repel 
identity that this background (il 
him. 

His personality is deceplivey 
people feel that he is not very W 
intelligent. It takes 
the fog to lift, His answers wetem 
ed and well theught out Ha | 
ihe artists in Indi 
Indians as a whole 


tive oy 


problem that 
was what 
their life. Modernisation has ao 


ged our thought patterns d 


As Braque said somewhere, i ie 
to 


problem that the 


difheult be a contemponityy 
artists face la 
for the West taught them what iim 
On the othen 
they live in a society that js 
“As for myself, I refuse to pant th 
foreigners. aie 


i oan Inet 7 - 


I see the mere iless t i" 


niy im art. meant, 


Indian just because 


ing for them. I live 
mosphere, 
sun every day, the trees, flowers aa) 
people—the angfiry, hurry, sick) 
exple ited. and lead 

If | am sincere this is bound: ok 

if | foree ti 
to search for my Indianness im Ai 


invalid people 


flected in my work. 


miniatures elec, then that means | to 
understand the present or have fill 
the future. Moreover, art does nal 


boundaries in the old sense any § 


AUGUST 17, ; 





P wou 
yen 


eX 


AN 


¢ ant 


G ul 





We crying themselves hoarse 
to be Indians. Yet when 
a ! lumaelf up and tries to 
“ ie loses huis 
oes a . imposter. 
Biswaae has become free because 









and 





spontaneity 





After indepen- 















cask, I : 
‘oll Peet on by the national 
casi 2 “ 
a a : Hom outside, There is of 
oup : alae} 
‘OU a SWonial hungover that makes 
le eter ; 
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in 7 watngs do not have variety 
4 Bint to the depth of his ex- 
=. yon i belongs to that generation 
and = of Caleutta wh made their 
bat moa ts fate fifties and committed 
: ‘ fie translate the loss of faith, 
nal Ss imect t and violence which 
eee .- n PEalcutta. The twin cities 
ee oe iewhere he lives. and Calcutta, 
y . Heommutes seven days of the 
> mmpired and influenced his 
sll nad % iny ways. In his earlier pain- 
1g united bg | concerned with the group 
cr ajee men. He glorified work and 
“had fisherfolk. potters at 

und gh a 


men and wonien threshing 
Wabourers af work in small 
1 familiar sight in Belli- 
The aimospliere of capstan 
Vathes, vice machines 


> bia, rau 
of very 5 
akes me 


vers were ft : : 

He _ hid been stylised to glorify 

in India F Mi and ‘endeavour. These paint- 

; - infed by square areas de- 
whole. § 


qvsiile lines done in blue 
He wiey and a touch of Indian 
pun Calcutta, forcibily snat- 
my Palin from the insularity of 


has not 

ns © COnppil 
1 

“re, it 1f 


nPORATY. | ‘ff 
fecal hie sprawling and agonising 
p. what = ie wiatiow and Rabin was 
the ottiest ‘ feist “into his inner world. 
hat is ia Wewlement ke looked al society 
ha 


ai He began to feel that 
1 be able to relate his ex- 
“of the compiex human situa- 
i by wing archetypal imagery. 


© to par rs 
Cignere ai 

an ln lia. 
rerciless 
llowets d 
uty, ace 
1 ariel Lomeli 
bound te te 
| foree # 
iness tf 


nt ry contac, 


ASH, 


or have y 
art dowavmg 
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His second period is marked by a note 
of anguish, The lurid life of the bro- 
the! dominates his work. A eyes 
jealously while his contemporary is pet- 
Everything seems 
insecure and red begins to dominate the 


cat 
ted by a prostitute. 


blue tones. Occassionally he broods abou! 
the suffering of Christ. The figure of 
Christ on the cross is broken up and 
juxtaposed with scenés of orgy to give 
At this point 
Rabin exhausts himself and is forced to 


it a passtonate intensity. 


seck the consolation and comfort of tem- 
ple and church architecture. Lines are 
broken up and tensions of paint built 
up, Search for texture and unified sur- 
face tension make the work of this pe- 
riod interesting fo an extent. 


His world 


of primitive bulls on cave walls suddenly 


Then comes the total break 


There is something sculptural 


appears, 
and enigmatic. Thereafter comes his 
most significant period to date. His 


human figures are no longer part of the 
professional world. They are detached 
from the everyday world—a. severe com- 
ment on the loss of identity—they seem 
to be robbed of the common humanity 
Terrified and alone 
wait 


they share with us, 
they stand in their isolation and 
without hope. These men and women 
stand erect and static without any rhy- 
thm or movement. Sometimes alone, 
sometimes in groups, they look lost and 
unconsolable. His ‘King and Queen’, 
‘Mother and Child’, ‘Archetype’, ‘Totem’, 
‘Taboo’ ‘Fertility Cult’ all spring from 
the imagination of disaster. Restless 
and shipwrecked they grope in uncertain- 
ty and are not articulate or, if so at 
all, their voices become shrill and in- 
coherent. In this two-dimensional world 
he has flattend out and stylised in a pe- 


has 


culiay folkish way. Rabin gone 
back to the tribal world for plasticity of 
form and unsophisticated vigour. With 


Rronislaw Malinowski he believes /that 
myth ‘in the living primitive form is not 
a story told, but a reality lived’. Rabin 
wants to give a myth-like quality to the 
He wants to find 


contemporary scene. 
meaning in all those fragments of sor- 
did misery, frustration, anxiety and suf- 


fering, ‘he wants to discover primeval 
reality in present-day life. 

His colours rising and gushing out 
like molten lava from the region of the 






sttb-conscious, are. bright and glaring. 
He uses pigments, thick dynamic layers 
of paints, dissimilar and contracting, and 
builds up a texture which by its very 
His ‘lines, 
powerful and vibrating with tribal rhy- 
thms, weave a complex pattern of shap- 


violence’ attracts and enchants. 


es and shadows. 
His. artistic endeavour reétntly reach- 
His world 


dimension 


ed new heights with collage. 
gains in 
His colours become 


of primitive myths 
in the collages, 
more bold, riotous and capable. 
‘However, he thas explored his pri- 
mitive islands and jt is time he began 


sailing again. 


A Plethora Of 
Confusions 


MRIGANKA SEKHAR RAY 


ROM the closed 
world of the nineteenth-century 
feudal houseliold in “Streer Patra”, to 
the raw, rough world of asphalt jungle 
of the ongoing seventies im ‘‘Chenra 
Tamsuk™ is indeed a long journey, In 
the earlier film, the central female cha- 
racter, Mrinal, tries to break away from 
the tutelage of aristocratic convention, 
In this Film, the central female character, 
Bijlee, has gained freedom* and has to 


claustrophobic 


come out in the open in her struggle for 
Whether that freedom means 
some extra happiness to her is, of coutse, 
another question. But in spite of the 
difference in atmosphere and social set- 


existence. 


ups, the two. films are similar in a Way. 
In both the director betrays a total lack 
of understanding of the environments 
and the characters he is dealing with and 
fails to shape his material into proper 
cinematic forms, confusing all the time 
the cinematic with the pictorial. In both 
the director tries to hide his failures under 
a futile exercise of visual gimmicks com- 
pletely alien to the themes he is expoun- 
ding. 

The original story by Samaresh Basu 
is cheap, sensational, penny-romance 
stuff, describing the tragedy of a girl and 
young. men hovering around 
Three are just unemployed, frus- 


four 
her. 
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trated youths who have turned criminals, 
one is a nouveau riche type who wants 
to exploit the girl and she ultimately 
sells her body to him for money, gets 
pregnant and kills herself. Purnendu 
Pattrea has not been successful in any 
wav in shedding off the crudities of the 
original and, infusmg some sort of emo- 
fiona! and ‘social signiheance mito the 
‘thing. As a result his characters lack 
credibility, the situations aré devoid of 
any motivation and the climax conse- 
quently fails to bear any visible impact, 
The least the director could have done 
was to thread a drama of viclent tensions 
smouldeningg inside the, characters and 
their outward manifestations in the story- 
situations. But he fails to do that be- 
cause of his poor command the 
narralive build-up. He tries to compen- 
sate his shortcomings by some supposed- 
ly slick and arty devices, but these come 
to nought of weak execu- 
tion and basic confusion in conception. 
Somebody must have told him that ‘“mo- 
deyn” cinema means only short, frag- 
mented scenes, and the film becomes 
almost a disjointed strmeg of flécting visu- 
als without any unifying link, because 
nobody has ever told the director that 
to hold each scene in its proper relation- 
concentrated 
must 


over 


because 


ship, one has to have a 
emotional effect and one scene 
smoothly flow into another and should not 
look like grafted chunks. The director 
places his story in a particular time and 
place, but his social awareness is abso- 
lutely nil and the snippets of social com- 
ment in the film are silly, superficial and 
irrelevant. The atmosphere of a small 
mofussil town with all its narrowness anc 
intimacy never comes alive on the screen. 
The artistes are all listles. Apparently 
the director has not been able to guide 
his acting crew. Maybe he believes, not 
in directorial guidance, hut in some on- 
thespot divine inspiration, Unfortuna- 
tely that does not spark of, The camera 
work, like his previous film, unnecessa- 
rily relies on decorative designs as empty 
embellishments without any bearing on 
the total pattern, (although the techni- 
cal qualities of the photography are su- 
perb and I think the talented cameraman 
Sakti Banerjee, definitely deserves a 
better director). The director's adbver- 


ance to conventional techniques beneath ] 
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a veneer of novelty would be clear from 
one .example, the poetry conference se- 
The 


wise pointless 


sole purpose of this other- 
sequence js to play the 
modern Bengali poets on 
for 
and 
This 
ig application of the same old, rusty de- 
of the 
Bengali cinema in the garb of moéderni- 
ty. The only difference is that in the 
case of our typical Bengali film, 
Baul or singer 
some invisible background voice would 


quence. 


lines of some 
the closeups of some characters 
bringing out their mental anguish 
guiding them to some final action. 
commercialised 


yice avetage, 


some 
roving some radio oy 
do the job, here in this film, some mo- 
dern poets have replaced those old hands 


A new 


“wave indeed! 


Letters 


PSC Irregularities 


A post of Professor of History in the 
West Bengal Senior Educational Service 
Was advertised in the Statesman on 13. 
|. 74. 
including departmental candidates, were 
held on 4, 7. 74 and 5. 7, 74. Tt is 
reported that the Selection Committee 
consisted of Mr J. L. Kundu, Chairman 
of the Public Service Commission, Mr 
A. K. Majumdar (Member of the PSC) 
and Mr EH. C. Dutta (Member of the 
PSC), presided over by Mr Kundu. Dr, 
IR. iC, Majumdar sat on the Selection 
iCommiltee as the, only expert or adviser, 

It is also reported that Dr R. C. Ma-~ 


jumdar, adviser, recommended the name 


Interviews of several candidates, 


of Sr Haridas Mukheriece for appoint- 
ment to the post of Professor of History, 
and his recommendation is believed ta 
have been accepted by the other members 
of the Selection Committee. The name 
of Dr R. K. Roy was placed on the panel 
as the second nominee. No other can- 
didate figured in the panel prepared by 
the adviser. 

Tt is alleged that a few days after the 
interview was over, the panel was re- 
arranged according to a preconceived 
plan, giving first nomination to Dr R, K. 
Roy (the son of a very big government 
official), and the second nomination to 
Mr Ajoy Chandra Banerjee (the younger 


brother of a very senior JAS officer). 


The same of Mr Haridas Mill 
was given by the adviser thes 
nation was bypassed to mikey 
The modu 
said to have been adopted als 
to be quite mocking. It ie aia 
ing the adviser’s assessment die 


their favourites. 


convenient for the purpose Of 
their candidates, the 
narksheets were, spirited AWie 


own 


members of the Commission ai 

to this lacunitl 

dissenting notes on the fle Ba 
to them, the assessment sheel gi 
viger is an important factor fim 
the of candidates. Nome 
members of the Selection Comp 


haye pointed 


meril 


a student of, far from being a 
in history, The pertinent gt 
how can such members of the 
Committee select candidates on uel 
initiative for the highest post of tl . 
cational Service? ' 


The above facts tend to suggelaee 


all is not well with the PSC in iii 
sent set-up. The appropriate aii 
should take steps to prevent ait 
gularities and nepotism and t@ 
that not only justice is done bal 
to appear as done. 


One who 
wnt 


Conspirators 


That the personal effects of the 
tary, Gandhi Peace Foundationy 
stolen on August 7 al the residendl 
in Patna only proves that the oom 
tors are in a ‘hurry. It is no Oil 
thief to be sure, and poor Bihari 
better stealing a diary and 
documents. It is the handiwork offi 
and CBI, and to deny this will be fs 
the obvious. 

The anti-people conspiracy is Ti 
prongecd, The West Bengal policadm 
decided to intensify its operations ai 
the so-called Naxals. New Delhi tim 

it be known that Nagas and Mizae 

be dealt with toughly. A slandém 
book against China, “China’s Sig 
Area”, has been published by the All 
New Delhi. The publishers haye dil 
paid heavily by the Soviet outfit in fi 

All this, maybe, to prepare the Til 


than 
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make im From Allahabad alone, 
noduy fame brought to Delhi for Au- 
:d also fomote the Youth Congress. 
is said Dm fm beth ways plus refresh- 
nt shes | paid hy the Congress—Mrs 






ose of fi Mummn being the organising 













the rT Mind it. She is the UP. 
| awaye ities wife. The Punjab CM 
ion aren he Wutkowners of Punjab 
lacuna i Sy contingent of youth from 
fle: Hi because they were on their 










me enliiitsjastic’ about it. Nixon 
fed tliat everybody was doing 
for him out of “enthusiasm”. 
Wire living the life of corrup- 
Lioait like their counterparts in 
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emg 
nent questa and and Cambodia. Our 
of the Sa are collaborating with the 
ites on tha) em aud doing damage not 
post of the Matwonal interests but also its 
Mm tuiure. This, in the hope 
lo sige ietians at the proniise of, assign- 
PSC in ih mad by the super-power con- 
priate alll How we canter for national in- 
revent suelp Peléar from two instances. |. 
and to awell it India's China War, 
done but # Dyeuler this story: “The lea- 
he Chinese delegation, Marshal 
Ono whi Breying, visited (1958) the 


aT exe at Wellington in South 
if presented with a silver re- 
He collaze emblem-an owl, A 


itors Séen Io pass over his face 
Simined the gift. he explained 
ects ofthe a the owl was a bird of il! 


Moundath in could baydly be regarded as 
he residengey ous gilt between friends”. 
that the eg BS Gt quarter of 1974, 
It tt no | ONG ex of foreign collaboration 
200F Biharig ok - sanctioned by the Ministry 
‘ diary vod fal evelopment. The minis- 
randiwark ol ve being named the Ministry 
this: wall bet iil Mortzage. Sometimes we 
it it is India. 
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The _Cadres 


Letters and appeals for unification of 
CPI(ML) groups have been appearing 
in Frontier one after another, but nothing 
concrete seems to have emerged so far. 
We cadres are bewildered at the state 
of affairs: Nobody tells us about the 
steps taken so far towards. unity, and as 
to what response there has been from 
our senior comrades. We demand to be 
informed and refuse to live in the dark. 

Some time ago an appeal was circu- 
lated by comrades. Khokan Mazumdar 
and Tapan Dutta to all group, members, 
fighters and sympathisers of the CPI 
(ML) . We the undersigned resolutely 
support this just revolutionary appeal. 
We agree that the CC elected at the first 
(Eighth) Congress is still the only genuine 
all-India central body of the Party, today 
and that no other split CC has the right 
to call itself the genuine CC. 

We also feel that another main hurdle 
is the whispering campain against Com- 
rade Charu Mazumdar. This must stop! 
Either the comrades should come out 
openly and denounce him or uphold him 
as a Marxist-Leninist who sacrificed his 
life for the Indian revolution, to which 
his contributions outweighed his mus- 
takes. 

We are all aware that the masses of 
the Indian people want us to unite under 
the leadership of one Central Committee 
of the CPI(ML). The present revolu- 
tionary situation demands that all the 
splintered groups strive to dissolve them- 
selves. Where reunification starts, dis- 
soltition of groups becomes a_ historical 
necessity, Therefore it is the urgent call 
of the hour to take positive steps towards 
contacting yarious revolutionary commil- 
tees and the sooner we are able to per- 
suade the available Central Conimittee 
members elected by the Eighth Congress 
to call a meeting. the easier will be the 
process‘ towards dissolving the (existing 
groups that are working in isolation. 
In other words, we must keep in our 
mind the task of dissolving our groups 
as soon as possible and such dissolution 
is possible only when a new Central 
Committee is formed by the Ninth Con- 
gress of the Party. 

Sushil Sen 


Raj Kumar 


Mirzapur, U.P. 


Evidence 


P. R. from Bombay differs (13.7.74) 
from Mr R. P. Sinha (29.6.74) who ex- 
pressed his opmion that the convictions 
in the K. L. Roy murder case were based 
upon the evidence of two chance wit- 
nesses, 

I had something to do with the appeal 
filed by one of the three people con- 
victed. J express no opinion regarding 
the judgment but | think P, R. is mis- 
informed. 

True, the daughter-in-law and the 
elder son of the deceased judge depos- 
ed in comt. But I think Mr Sinha has 
not referred to them as chance witnesses. 
On a survey of the evidence of the eld- 
er son the learned judge found “that the 
did not have sufficient opportunity of 
seeing the miscreants at the time of the 
occurrence and the weight of his evi- 
dence has been whittled down consider- 
ably by contradictions with his earlier 
statements’. The daughter-in-law iden- 
tified two of the accused. One of them 
was convicted and the other acquitted. 
She did not identify the other two peo- 
ple convicted. ' 

I think the chance witnesses referred 


to by Mr Sinha were three men who 


came to the Kumartuli Institute for 
gossip when no one else was there. One 
of them was totally disbelieved, The 
two. 


“sub- 


sianUally true and worthy of credit” in 


learned judge believed the other 


He found that their evidence was 


spite of “little superadditions” thereto, 
The convictions were based mainly on 


their testimony. 
S, B. Ray 
Calcutta 
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Defend Prisoners 


The Legal Aid Committee has been 
functioning since August 1972 to help 
thousands of political prisoners living 
in sub-human conditions in different jails 
in India. Most of them being: poor peo- 


ple and peasants are not able to de- 
fend theinselves against the large number 
of charges (sometimes as high as 60) 
framed them. 


against If any one was 


granted bail or acepitted, he or she woul 

The Legal Aid Committee tried ‘eo 
stand by the side of the victims irres- 
pective of their ideology. 

The task was not éasy. Getting 48- 
instructions from the 
legal 


financial 


formation and 





prisoners, organising defence im 





various courts, acute 


hey me] cally % 
numerous othér problems, specially 


a regime of police terror, stood in aur 


way. But a large number of friends 


sympathisers, and. democraticaninded 


people) and organisations cooperated 


with us to tackle the problems, 

Up to June 1974 nearly 2,000 poljti- 
ca) prisoners from different jails sought 
legal help from the committee. 

One hundred ‘and forty bail and ha- 
beas petitions moved 


Corpus were 


for detenus and bail was granted in 56: 


ses, ‘I wenty-one 






c relea el. The 


were 
rest are pending hearing. 

One hundred and forty bail petitions 
were moved for undertrial prisonets; bail 
was granted in 20 cases. 

Sixty-six Sessions cases were attend. 
el; 46 were acquitted, Eléven are pen- 
ding trial, The rest were convicted, 

Twenty-eight appeal cases were filed 
before the High Court in connection with 
death sentence and life imprisonment; 
two appeals were filed before the Supre- 





be tagged onto other cases and rearrested. 






me Court. Sixty miscellaneous appeals 





were filed before various courts, 

During the past two years the com- 
mittee has participated in vayious demo- 
cratic movements to demand the release 
of all political prisoners and protect the 


civic and democratic rights of the people 











nt lar ec, ‘ 
The committee knows that very little 
could be done so far and that our efforts SAM) 
barely touch the fringe of the vast prob- 
lem. The committee appeals to progres- 1 
sive and democratic people and organi- TAI = 
Sations to set up support groups m their B10 
; ’ ‘ AS 
respective neighbourhoods in order jto : 
provide continuous help to the committee, ‘ : 
lt invites. crificism of its work pie Pr: 
nd Sujezestions. it appeals to all con- ROB! 
cémed to come forward and help it fin- 4 jot 
ancfally, organisatianally and by com- PA 
municating mformation about those 
sull languishme in jail. moO i! 
Cheques drawn in favour of Bina | Dit 
Banerjee may be sent to either of the M 
addresses given below Money orders, | Pee 
cash and communications to the office _ lip} 
(2) :— ‘S BEH| 
F BE! 
|. Bina Banerjee, 
Account No. 10816 FAL! 
Untied Bank of India, Sealdah. B 


Branch, 28, Acharya Prafulla Chan- 
dra Roy Road, Calcutta-9. 11 
2. Jayastee Rana, Secretary, |Legal — 
Aid Committee, 9, Old Post Office | 
Street, (First Floor), Calcutta-I. 
Office hours: 4 p.m, to 6 pan. 
Monday to Friday 
Sd/ Amar Prasad Chakravarty 
President, 
Sd/- Jayasree Rana, Secretary, 
Legal Aid Committee, 


egal Aid Committee 
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